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DTV transition

The transition to DTV of analog TV transmitters in 28 major markets, as well
as in other areas where Channel 52-69 stations were operating, has been
monitored closely by the RABC Broadcasting Committee. The majority of
stations converted on or about the 31 August CRTC deadline. Broadcasters
and government sources report that the transition went fairly smoothly with
viewers.  Approximately 145 former analog transmitters are now operating in
digital mode, which accounts for about 20% of Canada’s 750 regular analog
facilities.

700 MHz band

Broadcasting Committee members participated in the preparation of the Board’s submission to
Industry Canada on SMSE-018-10, “Consultation on a Policy and Technical Framework for the
700 MHz Band and Aspects Related to Commercial Mobile Spectrum”.

12 GHz band re-allocation (SRSP 312.7)

The Broadcasting Committee took part in the RABC working group on possible reallocation of the
12.7 – 13.25 GHz band for microwave backhaul.  Based on usage input from affected broadcasters,
we recommended all the TV pick-up channels that currently exist in the subject band should be
retained.

White space devices and wireless microphones

Broadcasting Committee members participated in the preparation of the Board’s submission to
Industry Canada on SMSE-012-11, “Consultation on a Policy and Technical Framework for the Use
of Non-Broadcasting Applications in the Television Broadcasting Bands Below 698 MHz”.

Adjacent structures

At the September 2011 quarterly meetings, we described the technical problems that can arise for
broadcasters when large non-radio structures are erected by others in the immediate vicinity of
transmitter sites, especially when timely prior notice of such projects has not been provided to the
licensees.  Since some Public Safety members have also expressed concern about this issue, the
Broadcasting Committee believes that the Board should consider if it would be appropriate to develop
a recommended consultation procedure, perhaps similar to the document pertaining to wind turbine
projects.  This would likely have to be done in cooperation with other organizations representing
property developers, public utilities and land-use authorities.

Committee membership

The Committee expresses its thanks to Martin Levert (CBC/R-C), who served as our chair for the past
several years and has now taken up employment outside the broadcasting industry.  We also note
with sadness the passing earlier this year of a very active committee member, Jack Hoeppner (Corus
Entertainment).  Other changes include the recent retirement of Michèle Guillet (CRTC).  The
contributions of all these members to the past work of the RABC is gratefully acknowledged.
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