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Proposed Revisions to the Canadian Table of Frequency Allocations (2004 edition), Gazetted 2004-12-04

Canada Gazette DGTP-012-04 Part 1 proposed revisions to the Canadian Table of Frequency Allocations based on the outcome of WRC-03 and subsequent revisions to the International Table of Frequency Allocations. The Board supports the proposed changes in Part 1 with the following note:
· In Part 1, Section C5, in the table for the band 25.5-27 GHz, the footnote MOD 5.536A should also be placed against the added SPACE RESEARCH service.

Canada Gazette Notice DGTP-0-12-04 Part 2 proposed revisions to the Canadian Table of Frequency Allocations that are independent of the decisions made at WRC-03, in the following two subject areas:

· With regard to BSS feeder links in the band 17.8-18.4 GHz, and

· With regard to footnote C41 - domestic extended Ku-band pairing.  The Board’s comments below address each of these two issues.

Feeder Links for Broadcasting-satellite in the Band 17.8-18.4 GHz

Proposal 1 –Changes to footnote C16D

The Department proposes to alter footnote C16D from what was proposed in Canada Gazette notice DGTP-008-04, Revisions to Spectrum Utilization Policies in the 3-30 GHz Frequency Range and Further Consultation.   All members of the Board support the priority provided to the fixed service in the bands 17.8-18.4 GHz and 19.3-19.7 GHZ over use of the fixed-satellite service in the s-to-E direction.  Furthermore, the Board notes that during the SP3-30 GHz consultation process, there have been no public comments suggesting a change in the wording of proposed footnote C16D.

The proposed change to footnote C16D is supported by members of the Board representing the Fixed Service who agree with the logic and rationale for the change to the footnote laid out in pages 52-53 of the consultation document.   These members believe that the change is necessary to provide the clarity with respect to the priority granted to the fixed service in this band.  However, members of the Board representing the satellite services are of the view that this  footnote should not be altered, but rather remain as proposed in Canada Gazette notice DGTP-008-04, Revisions to Spectrum Utilization Policies in the 3-30 GHz Frequency Range and Further Consultation.  Members of the Board representing the satellite service believe that the limitations imposed on the use of these bands by fixed-satellite services in the E-to-s direction already give the Department sufficient ability to protect the deployment of fixed services.  They further believe that the proposed changes would unnecessarily constrain flexibility for the growth of the BSS in Canada, since the 17.9 – 18.4 GHz band may be required for feeder links to the BSS.

Proposal 2 – Suppression of footnote C47

The Board supports the proposed suppression of footnote C47.  Footnote C47, which has been in place since 1994, provides no regulation beyond that which is dictated by footnotes C43 and C44, but rather comprises a discussion of band pairing.  The Board believes that the mapping between uplink and downlink bands is a matter best left to the satellite operators, taking into account the design of the services to be carried, international coordination issues, and domestic earth station coordination.

Domestic Footnote C41 – Extended Ku Band Pairing

Proposal – Suppression of footnote C41

The Board supports the proposed suppression of footnote C41.  We note that in the Revisions to Spectrum Utilization Policies in the 3 – 30 GHz Frequency Range and Further Consultation (DGTP-008-04), the Department announced its decision to allow first-come, first-served deployment of both the fixed service and the fixed-satellite service in the band 10.7 – 11.7 GHz.  The Board believes that in the extended Ku-band the appropriate mapping between the 250 MHz of Earth-to-space spectrum and the 500 MHz of space-to-Earth spectrum is a matter best left to the satellite operator.

Yours truly
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