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File: 3000 
 
2002-06-14 
 
Director General, Telecommunications Policy Branch 
Industry Canada,  
300 Slater Street,  
Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A 0C8 
 
Subject: RABC Comments on Canada Gazette Notice DGTP-002-02 

dated 2002-04-05: Proposed Revisions to the Canadian Table 
of Frequency Allocations Consequential to the 2000 World 
Radiocommunication Conference Decisions  

 
Dear Mr. Helm: 
 
The Radio Advisory Board of Canada (RABC) commends the Department for acting 
expeditiously in proposing revisions to the Canadian Table of Frequency Allocations 
shortly after the ITU Radio Regulations, Edition of 2001 has been published. 
 
The Board’s comments are in two sections: 

 
1. Substantive comments 
 
2. Editorial comments. 

 
 
Substantive Comments 
 
Alignment with DGTP-001-02 
 
The Board notes that a number of issues that could impact the Canadian Table of 
Frequency Allocations were raised by the Department in the recent Consultation on 
Revisions to the Spectrum Utilization Policies in the 3-30 GHz Frequency Range (DGTP-
001-02). The Board submitted comprehensive comments as part of that consultation and 
urges the Department to reflect the results of the DGTP-001-02 consultation in preparing 
the next edition of the Canadian Table of Frequency Allocations. 
 
Specifically, the Department proposes to include footnote CYY in the Canadian Table to 
give guidance for GSO FSS multimedia satellites operating in the Ka-band.  The 
Department indicates that its approved service link and feeder link bands for Ka-band 
multimedia satellites at the 91ºWL and 111.1ºWL orbital positions “align with recent 
designations made by the U.S. Federal Communications Commission”. The Board 
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notes, however, that the FCC June 2000 Report and Order allocates the 18.58 – 18.8 
GHz (space-to-Earth) and 28.35 – 28.6 GHz (Earth-to-space) bands for Blanket 
Licensing, i.e. for service links.  The application of Canadian footnotes CYY and C16A to 
the bands 18.58-18.8 GHz, 28.35-28.6 GHz and 29.25-29.5 GHz and the application of 
C16A to the bands 18.8-19.3 GHz and 28.6-29.1 GHz is consistent neither with FCC 
decisions nor with the RABC proposals in response to DGTP-001-02. 
 
The Board further notes that the issue of Ka-band sharing between and within services 
has also been addressed in Section 5 of the DGTP-001-02 Consultation.  In its 
comments, the Board indicated its support for “soft-partitioning” of the Ka-band, and 
proposed a family of domestic footnotes to apply in various sub-bands that would give 
effect to such soft-partitioning. A number of other parties, in their comments, expressed 
support for the RABC views.  Accordingly, the Board urges the Department not to adopt 
footnote CYY, but rather to adopt the soft-partitioning footnotes as proposed by the 
Board in its response to DGTP-001-02.  Similarly, the Department is urged to remove 
footnote C16A from the Ka-band, as suggested by the Board in response to the DGTP-
001-02 consultation. 
 
Allocation in the 850 MHz Band 
 
The Board welcomes the addition of 5.317A and CAA that reflects the outcome of WRC-
2000 for support of IMT-2000 in applicable bands.  Similar provisions should be added to 
the 1.9 GHz PCS band which has also been designated in the same ITU Conference as 
one of the IMT-2000 bands. 
 
Allocation to the Mobile Service in the 1.9 GHz Band 
 
As noted above, the Department should include similar footnotes in the Canadian Table 
of Frequency Allocation for the 1850-1990 MHz band.  This will align with the ITU 
decision on IMT-2000 spectrum and complete the domestic formalities for support of 
IMT-2000 in the 1.9 GHz PCS band.  We are aware that separate consultations are 
planned for the 1710/2110 MHz and 2500 MHz bands at some future date.  The Board 
believes that such future consultation should have no impact on permitting the Canadian 
service providers to rollout IMT-2000 services using the PCS spectrum if they choose to 
do so.  
 
Allocation to the Mobile-Satellite Service in the 2 GHz Band 
 
On p. B-5 of the Consultation, the frequency range 2160-2200 MHz, as contained in the 
ITU Radio Regulations, has been changed to 2165-2200 MHz without any supporting 
rationale. The Department is requested to provide an explanation for this proposed 
change and clarify its frequency allocation proposal for the portion 2160-2165 MHz. 
 
IMT-2000 Traffic on Mobile-Satellite Systems in the 1-3 GHz Frequency Range 
 
The Department proposes to add ITU footnote 5.351A to mobile-satellite bands in the 1-
3 GHz frequency range, indicating mobile-satellite bands applicable for the carriage of 
IMT-2000 traffic by satellite. The RABC agrees with the inclusion of this footnote and its 
associated resolutions. 
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Sharing Limits in the 13.75 – 14.0 GHz Band 
 
In the Consultation Paper at p. C-10, the Department presents a discussion of sharing 
limits in the 13.75 – 14.0 GHz band. The Board notes that in footnote 5.502, the former 
mandatory minimum e.i.r.p. value of 68 dBW is no longer mandatory.  (“shall” replaced 
by “should” and a new sentence added concerning the absence of protection of FSS 
networks having earth stations operating at less than 68 dBW). 
 
GSO/NGSO Satellite System Sharing 
 
In the Consultation Paper at pp. C-9 and C-10, the Department presents a discussion of 
GSO/NGSO satellite system sharing.  In particular, the Department refers to “a new 
element in Appendix 4 concerning a compliance commitment by administrations filing for 
a GSO network” (emphasis added). The RABC notes that both new articles A.15 and 
A.16 of Appendix 4 refer to commitments by filing administrations.  The former applies to 
NGSO networks and the latter to GSO networks. 
 
 
Editorial Comments 
 
The Board notes that there are some minor differences in wording between the excerpts 
from the International Telecommunications Union Radio Regulations as contained in the 
Consultation Paper and the Radio Regulations, Edition of 2001, recently published by 
the ITU.  For example,  
 

� the ITU has dropped the notation S in front of each article, 
 

� the final sentence in footnotes 5.353A and 5.357A differs in structure, although 
the meaning is the same. 

 
The Department is urged to align the text in the next edition of the Canadian Table of 
Frequency Allocations with the Radio Regulations, Edition of 2001. 
 
In the Consultation Paper at p. B-6, a new international footnote 5.351A is proposed to 
be added. However, not all the bands listed in this footnote are reflected in the Table on 
pp. B-4 and B-5. For instance, the bands 1980-2010 MHz, 2500-2520 MHz and 2670-
2690 MHz are missing from the Table. 
 
On p. C-2, 10.7-11.7 GHz, 16B should read C16B. 
 
In Section D2 of the Consultation, several changes adopted by WRC-2000 for 
incorporation  into the Radio Regulations  have not been reflected in the proposed 
Canadian Table of Frequency Allocations: 
 

� p. D-8, in the band 105-109.5 GHz and on p. D-9 in the band 111.8-114.25 GHz, 
“ADD 5.562B” should be inserted next to SPACE RESEARCH (passive);  

 
� p. D-11, in the band 74-76 GHz, the FSS allocation should be changed to the 

space-to-Earth direction; 
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� On p. D-15, in the band 81-84 GHz, the reference to footnote 5.560A should be 
replaced by 5.561A; 

 
� On p. D-15, in the band 84-86 GHz, there is an in-country footnote 5.561B 

applicable in Japan; 
 

� On p. D-16, in the band 102-105 GHz, footnote 5.562B should not be included; 
 

� On p. D-18, in the band 182-185 GHz, footnote 5.340 applies and there is an in-
country footnote 5.563 applicable in the United Kingdom; 

 
� On p. D-20, in the band 250-252 GHz, Canadian footnote C24 appears to be 

redundant with the introduction of 5.340;  
 

� On p. D-20, in the bands 250-252 GHz and 252-265 GHz, Canadian footnote 
C23 is no longer required because of the WRC-2000 decision to adopt a primary 
allocation to RAS in these bands. 

 
 
Yours truly, 

 
D. Farnes 
President 
 


