
EMC Committee Chair P.F. Ng 
(Rogers Wireless) and Deputy 
Chair Mark Kuisma (DND) had 
their work cut out for them when 
Dr. Veena Rawat 
asked P.F. Ng to 
insert himself and the 
Board’s EMC Com-
mittee, into a round 
table being organized 
to discuss the IEEE’s 
recommended stan-
dard for SAR meas-
urement (P1528). 

This is a difficult and 
contentious issue 
and many experts 
have differing and 
firmly held opinions.  
It is of particular con-
cern to manufactur-
ers who are facing a 
need to specify SAR 
measurements and 
to service providers 
who must explain the 
issue to concerned 
consumers. 

Perhaps it was advantageous 
that this was a ‘short fuse’ task.  
The Board heard about the 6 
September round table meeting 
just a week in advance and 

members scrambled to adjust 
calendars and to provide mem-
bers for both the SAR measure-
ment and Fixed Wireless Com-

munications Com-
mittee meeting on 
the same day.   On 
the day P.F. Ng 
did, indeed, chair 
the round table and 
he  developed and 
stick-handled a 
response through 
the RABC technical 
committees and the 
Executive in time to 
meet the late Sep-
tember deadline 
facing Dr. Rawat.   

The Board’s re-
sponse was sup-
portive of the 
IEEE’s proposals; it 
was not universally 
popular, especially 
outside of the 
Board — some 
Canadian compa-

nies and organizations have 
serious technical reservations 
regarding P1528 which, we are 
confident, they have made 
known to the Department.  For 
the RABC members concerned, 

however, the issue was rea-
sonably clear and P.F. Ng’s 
efforts enjoyed general, across 
the Board support.  The techni-
cal committee chairs concerned, 
Bob Simmonds (Clearnet) of 
the M&PC Committee and Bill 
Taylor (BTG/Bell Canada) of 
the FWC Committee were 
pleased to defer to P.F. Ng and 
the EMC Committee on the is-
sue.  

The Board’s response is avail-
able on the RABC web site at 
http:\\www.rabc.ottawa.on.ca in 
the advice section, on the  Re-
ports page dated 2000-09-21.  
Copies of the documents, in-
cluding those critical of the 
RABC response, are available 
to Board members on the web 
site in the Intranet on the Elec-
tromagnetics library page. 

This situation reminds all Board 
members that we are uniquely 
suited to offer the Department 
non-partisan, broadly based 
technical advise on issues of 
concern to several sectors.  It 
also demonstrates that we can 
respond quickly, when neces-
sary. 

 

Difficult Issue: EMC Committee Advises 
Industry Canada on SAR Measurement 

Joins the Radio Advisory Board 
The Information Technology 
Association of Canada 
(ITAC) has joined the Board, 
effective 2000-10-12. This 
will help technical committee 
chairs, in particular, to bring 
new members to the table 
from the fast growing Wire-
less Internet/Wireless LAN 
community. 

The ITAC application was 
sent to sponsors for ballot 
on 2000-10-02. 

Members are encouraged to 
browse the ITAC web site 
at: www.itac.ca — commit-
tee, sub-committee and 
working group chairs will be 
especially interested in the 
Our Members section which 

should help with contacting 
some of the ITAC people we 
need to have at the RABC 
table as we grapple with 
how to introduce new tech-
nology and services into the 
spectrum. 

EMC Committee Chair P.F. 
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both the M&PC and FWC Committees 
have interests in this matter but, on 
balance, decided that, when the time is 
ripe for Board actions, the M&PC 
Committee should take the lead.  FWC 
Committee Chair Bill Taylor took that 
message to the September 2000 meet-
ing of the Mobile and personal Commu-
nications Committee which agreed with 
the assessment. 
Considerable interest was taken in the 
attitude of some organizations which, 
simultaneously, ‘warn’ consumers about 
a ‘potential’ hazard when cell phones 
are used at gas station and work at de-

veloping in vehicle automatic gas station 
payment transponders at 5.9 GHz.  
There has been considerable corre-
spondence  with  ITS Canada regarding 
future cooperation.  There may be a 
need for: 
• A sub-committee to deal with 

ITS issues; and 
• Recruiting ITS Canada and/ or 

Transport Canada as a member 
of the RABC. 

 

A team led by Bill Johnson (Transport 
Canada), secretary of ITS Canada 
briefed the FWCC’s September 2000 
meeting on developments in the Intelli-
gent Transportation System domain, 
with special attention being paid to ac-
tivities around 5.9 GHz. 
Copies of the presentations are avail-
able, to members, in the FWC library 
in the RABC Intranet, dated 2000-09-
06. 
The Committee took note of the ITS 
briefing and agreed that this is an im-
portant area for the Radio Advisory 
Board.  The Committee noted that 

The Board has agreed to lead the or-
ganization effort for the XVIII Meeting 
of CITEL PCC-III in Ottawa in June 
2001.  Board President Ron Coles 
(CWTA/DMC Microwave) notes that 
this is an opportunity for the Board to 
reaffirm its partnership with industry 
Canada.  ‘Organizing 
conferences is not 
part of the Depart-
ment’s core busi-
ness, ‘ Ron Coles 
said, ‘but it is a task 
with which we have 
some familiarity, 
thanks to experience 
gained managing the 
Spectrum 20/20 series of symposia.  
This is an opportunity for the Board to 
help the Department with a task which 
is beneficial to all Canadians and, espe-
cially, to the Canadian radiocommuni-
cations industry.  We are well aware of 

the fact that the Department is 
stretched to the point where there is, 
quite simply, no capacity to take on 
tasks like organizing a CITEL PCC-III 
conference without ignoring other vital 
tasks.’  

The RABC expects 
to make a modest 
profit for the work 
involved.  It is ex-
pected that Cana-
dian companies will 
want to be generous 
supporters of CITEL 
PCCC-III.   
The conference 

dates are 2001-06-11 to 15; the venue 
is the Government Conference Centre 
in downtown Ottawa.  
PCC-III offers Canadian companies an 
opportunity to, both: participate in the 
process of shaping the hemispheric and 

global radiocommunications environ-
ment by working in the PCC-III techni-
cal groups; and showcase their prod-
ucts and services to government and 
industry leaders from 35+ countries. 

overheated and government 
salaries never were and 
really are not, now, very 
competitive.  Jean-Claude 
Brien has now moved to the 
18th floor to take over the 
EMC directorate.  We wish 
him well in that important 
job and we wish the govern-
ment well in their search for 
a permanent director.  Marc 
Girouard, recovered from 

Bob McCaughern and Veena Rawat 
have, once again, shifted mid-ranked 
and senior staff in an effort to both 
broaden the technical and managerial 
experience base and provide critical 
leadership to some functions. 
 
The shortfall in senior engineers is a 
serious concern for both the Depart-
ment and for the industry, at large.  
The Ottawa high-tech job market is 

serious surgery earlier this year, 
is going to tackle the standards 
business.  All members have the 
highest possible level of confi-
dence in Marc’s technical skill 
and work ethic. 
 

Good luck to all in DGSE! 

Fixed Wireless Committee Considers ITS 

RABC To Co-Host CITEL PCC-III for Canada 

Musical Chairs, Still, at Industry Canada 
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In his report, to the FWCC, on IEEE 
802.16, Rémi Chayer (EFC/Harris) 
reported on the election of Andy 
McGregor (Nortel Networks) as co-
chair of 802.16.2 and of Rémi 
Chayer as deputy chair and Vito 
Scaringi (CWTA/Alcatel) as editor of 
the reports.  It was noted that Vito 
Scaringi is replacing Rebecca Chan 
(Industry Canada) who had been 
acting as editor for 802.16.2 and 
has done an excellent job.   

Canadians Gang Up on 
IEEE 802.16.2 
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10,000 readers, features articles on mar-
kets, services, technologies and new 
products, together with the latest industry 
news and events. The magazine is fully 
managed and published in-house by the 
Association. 

 
CWTA hosts the indus-
try’s annual convention – 
Canadian Wireless. This 
multi-day conference 

and trade show is the largest of its kind 
in Canada. Featuring world-class speak-
ers and over 160 exhibitors, Canadian 
Wireless attracts more than 6,000 visi-

tors each year.  
In addition, the CWTA administers the 
LifePage Foundation and program, 
which provides pagers and national pag-
ing coverage to Canadians waiting for an 
organ or tissue transplant. LifePage is a 
partnership of the Paging Industry of 
Canada, the CWTA, the Canadian Asso-
ciation of Transplantation and the Cana-
dian Transplant Society. The CWTA also 
produces a number of public service 
publications on health and safety issues 
related to mobile communications. 
Visit the Association’s Web site at www.
cwta.ca. 

The Canadian Wireless Telecommunic a-
tions Association (CWTA) is the authority 
on wireless issues, developments and 
trends in Canada. It represents cellular, 
PCS, paging, mobile radio, fixed wireless 
and mobile satellite carriers as well as 
companies that develop 
and produce products 
and services for the in-
dustry. 
 
 The Association’s primary role is to rep-
resent the industry before government 
and various regulatory agencies. CWTA 
works productively with Industry Canada 
and the CRTC to positively influence 
government policy, with the goal of en-
suring further development and growth in 
the wireless telecommunications indus-
try.  
 
CWTA also promotes and advances the 
interests of the industry and seeks to 
broaden awareness of wireless commu-
nications to business, consumers, the 
media and the public. The CWTA acts as 
a central repository for statistics and 
facts about the industry, analyzing and 
assessing the impact of trends and new 
developments. 
 
Wireless Telecom, a full-colour maga-
zine distributed quarterly to more than 

David Farnes is Vice President, Regula-
tory Affairs, at the Canadian Wireless 
Telecommunications Association 
(CWTA). He is primarily responsible for 
identifying and analyzing regulatory and 
policy issues affecting the wireless tele-
communications industry in relation to 
the Canadian Radio-television and Tele-
communications Commission (CRTC), 
Industry Canada and other Federal, Pro-
vincial and Municipal agencies. The 
CWTA is recognized as the authority on 
wireless issues, developments and 
trends in Canada. Mr. Farnes advises 
the Board of Directors of the Association 
regarding the development and imple-
mentation of significant strategic regula-
tory policies and prepares detailed sub-
missions on behalf of the members of 
CWTA in response to a wide range of 
regulatory and policy matters. He is also 
responsible for the Association’s 9-1-1 
activities and co-chairs the Wireless E9-
1-1 Working Group (an industry-wide 
working group created to develop a Ca-

nadian plan for the im-
provement of wireless 
9-1-1 service). He has 
been with the Associa-
tion since 1996.  
 
Prior to joining the 
CWTA, Mr. Farnes had 
several positions at the 
CRTC. Most recently, 
as Director, Efficiency 
Analysis, he was re-
sponsible for develop-
ing policies respecting 
cost separation princ i-
ples as appropriate, 
establishing new cos t-
ing methodologies to 
implement these cost 
separations, and devel-
oping policies and prin-
ciples to investigate the 
financial impact of 
emerging technologies 
and services on telecommunication sec-

tors in Canada. He also led the 
team that examined issues pertain-
ing to the access (contribution) 
charges paid by competitors as 
their share of the subsidy from the 
long distance market to support 
the provision of local services.  
 

Mr. Farnes began his career with 
the Economics Department at Bell 
Canada. He holds a B. A. in Eco-
nomics from York University in 
Toronto and received his M. A. in 
Economics from Queen’s Univer-
sity at Kingston.  
 
In addition to his role at the 
CWTA, Mr. Farnes serves as Vice 
President of the Radio Advisory 
Board of Canada. 

The fundamental differences between 
CWTA and RABC are: 

• CWTA’s “primary role is to represent 
the industry before government and 
various regulatory agencies. CWTA 
works productively with Industry 
Canada and the CRTC to positively 
influence government policy, “  The 
RABC’s role is to oer non-partisan, 
broadly based advice which will help 
the Government to manage the radio 
spectrum for the benefit of all Cana-
dians. 

 

• CWTA represents “cellular, PCS, 
paging, mobile radio, fixed wireless 
and mobile satellite carriers” while 
the RABC represents a broader 
community which includes broad-
casters, manufacturers, ‘private’ net-
work operators—such as the rail-
ways—the radio Amateurs, govern-
ment agencies like DND and the 
RCMP and user groups. 

The two organizations perform comple-
mentary functions but the differences are 
real, measurable and important. 

About CWTA 

Meet David Farnes - CWTA & RABC VP 

If CWTA, Then Why RABC? 

David Farnes 
Canadian Wireless  
Telecommunications  
Association 
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quires a fine mix of sound 
judgement, tact, persever-
ance and good humour.  
 
We will be saying farewell 
to Sandi at a luncheon on 21 
November.               
 
We are still in the process 
of upgrading our informa-
tion technology.  We have 
downsized, slightly, by up-
grading our Internet access 
from multiple 56k modems 
on separate lines to one 
Alcatel high speed modem 
provided by Bell Canada as 
part of its new small busi-
ness offering.  This saves us 

one phone line, two separate Internet ac-
counts but adds a new, higher cost, service.  
There is an overall saving but it is not going 
to offset the requirement for a dues in-
crease in 2000/2001!  We are also upgrad-
ing the web site.  We want to keep the 
’essential’ look and feel the same but mem-

September was a busy 
month!  What with sev-
eral committee meetings, 
the P1528 exercise and 
arranging to join with In-
dustry Canada in co-
hosting the CITEL PCCC-
III meeting in June 2001 
we had too little time to 
reflect on the world 
around us. 
 
One item which does 
bear mention is that Sandi 
Cybulski will leave Indus-
try Canada in October 
2000.  Sandi is a well 
known voice to many 
who have tried to disturb 
Veena Rawat.  Sandi is 
part office manager, part personal assistant, 
part financial manager, and full time guard 
when Veena needs to be in three places at 
once and the phone calls are piling up. 
 
Most of us understand that Sandi’s job re-

bers will, we hope, notice a steady series of 
incremental change—some large, some 
small—which will end, we hope, in late 
November 2000.  Our web site went up in 
late fall 1997—an update was overdue. 
 
We still need the active support of all 
members to help us recruit: 
• The right people to work in our techni-

cal committees and sub-committees; 
and 

• New sponsor members which, like 
ITAC, are associations and have an 
important interest in radio. 

   
 
 

The Last Word 

Sandi Cybulski 

Radio Advisory Board of Canada 
116 Albert Street, Suite 811 

Ottawa, ON 
K1P 5G3 

Phone: 613-230-3261 
Fax: 613-230-3262 

Email: rabc.cccr@sympatico.ca  

Your business tag line here. 

www.rabc.ot tawa.on.ca 

RADIO ADVISORY 
BOARD 

We’re on the Web!  
example.microsoft.com 

Forthcoming Events 

2000-11-15/16: Fixed Wireless Communications Committee (Sub-committees 

on the 15th, maybe also the 14th) in Ottawa, at Bell Canada, 160 Elgin, 14th 

Floor. 

2000-11-27: Executive Committee in Ottawa at the Army Officers’ Mess at 

15:00 

2000-11-28: Mobile &Personal Communications Committee, in Ottawa, 

09:30-14;30 

2000-11-28: Annual General Meeting, in Ottawa, at 15:30 at the Chateau 

Laurier 

2000-11-28: Spectrum 20/20 Registration Reception, in Ottawa, at 17:00 at 

the Chateau Laurier, until 20:00 

2000-11-29/30: Spectrum 20/20 2000 Spectrum 20/20 2000 in Ottawa, at the Chateau 

Laurier—Registration opens at 07:30.  For more information phone: 

 Conference Coll Inc at (613) 224-1741 


