
After 32 years in the public 
service—in Transport Can-
ada then the Department of 
Communications and, fi-
nally, Industry Canada— 
Murray Hunt, one of the Ra-
dio Advisory Board’s favorite 
‘customers’  is retiring,. 

 

Murray joined the Depart-
ment in 1968 after complet-
ing both his  Bachelors De-
gree (1965) and a Masters 
Degree (1968) in Electrical 
Engineering at Dalhousie 
University. 

 

Murray Hunt is retiring as  
the Department’s Manager 
for Mobile Services in the 
Directorate of Spectrum and 
Radio Policy.  As such he 
has been responsible for the 
spectrum allocation and pol-
icy for mobile and mobile 
satellite services.  He has 
also been extensively in-
volved in international activi-
ties on behalf of Industry 
Canada in fora such as the 
ITU World Radio Confer-
ences and the Radio Study 
Groups.  His current respon-
sibilities include coordinating 
Canadian preparations for 
WRC-2000 for IMT-2000, 
mobile satellite and ra-
dionavigation satellite mat-
ters.  
 
I 

In the past he served as the 
international chairman of the 
ITU- R preparations for the 
WARC-92 and also was the 
international chairman of the 
ITU-R Study Group on spec-
trum management for a pe-
riod of ten years. He also 
participated in various meet-
ings of the ITU-R study 
groups  on mobile and also 
fixed service matters. 
 

Prior to joining the Policy 
area of Industry Canada, he 
was the Chief of the Spec-
trum Engineering Group and 
previously various other jobs 
in the former Department of 
Communications, Transport 
Canada, Nortel and Bell 
Canada. 

 

Murray Hunt has acquired 
admirers around the world 
because of his firm, fair but 
friendly work on behalf of 
Canada in the ITU.  One of 
Murray’s special talents 
was that made those admir-
ers into friends because he 
truly enjoyed helping people 
to do a better job. 

 

The turn out—especially by 
young engineers in the De-
partment—at a small retire-
ment surprise part in March 
attests to the fact that 
Murray Hunt will be sorely 
missed in the Department 
and by his many friends in 
the Radio Advisory Board of 
Canada. 

 

Of course the presence of 
other ‘retired’ folks like 
Ralph Zeitoun and Len 
Grummet  may have re-
minded Murray that the tug 
of our business is very 

strong, indeed. 
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Murray Hunt of Industry Canada retires after 
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The Fixed Wireless Communica-
tions Committee met in Montreal 
over the period 21 to 23 March.  
Yvon Depratto of Hydro Quebec—
representing the Canadian Elec-
tricity Association—hosted the 
meetings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ed Prior of CWTA/Telus agreed to 
head up a new sub-committee (SC-
P) which will prepare the Board’s 
response to Canada Gazette notice 
DGTP-003-2000 which proposes 
revisions to SP 1-20 GHz.   

 

Watch for the RABC response in the 
reports section of the RABC web 
site at www.rabc.ottawa.on.ca 

 

Amateur radio is very often at the 
centre of emergency response to 
disasters at home and abroad. 

 

Don Rowed is the RAC’s primary 
voice in the RABC but he is ably 
assisted by folks like Ken Pulfer and 
Jim Dean.  The Amateurs make im-
portant contributions to the work of 
most committees 

The Radio Amateurs of Canada 
joined the RABC in 1944, at its birth, 
and have remained strong and hard 
working members ever since. 

There are about 42,000 amateurs in 
Canada– they perform important 
public services, experiment at the 
leading edge of radio and keep us 
all in contact with our technological 
roots. 

 

 
 
 

Fixed Wireless 
Committee 
Tackles Specs 
and Standards 

The Radio Amateurs of Canada 
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Ed Prior of CWTA/Telus is leading the 
Sub-Committee addressing proposed revi-
sions to SP 1-20 GHz 
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Mobile & 
Personal 
Committee  
The M&PC Committee (Bob Sim-
monds of Clearnet Inc in the chair) 
has been very active— special at-
tention is being paid to Public Safety 
and Channel Loading Guidelines 
issues. 

The Channel Loading Guidelines 
Sub-Committee (chaired by Serge 
Bertuzzo of Clearnet Inc) is working 
hand-in-glove with the Public Safety 
Sub-Committee (under the leader-
ship of Mark Thompson of APCO 
Canada/City of Toronto to develop a 
proposal which the M&PC Commit-
tee can send to the Refarming Com-
mittee (Paul Frew of EFC/Motorola).  

 The next meeting of the Channel 
Loading Guidelines Sub-Committee 
will be on Thursday, 2000-06-08 in 
Ottawa, at Industry Canada. 

Although the issue is not quite dead, 
the M&PC Committee did agree that 
there is no good case for the De-
partment to change its position that 
so called ‘disablers’ aka Cellular 
Jammers  are not permitted in 
Canada.  The Department has ad-
vised other governments—which 
have received applications for l i-
censes—of this position. 

The major task for the FWC Com-
mittee was to work through a long 
list of SRSPs and RSSs which have 
recently been released to ensure 
that the Board’s views had been 
adequately represented.  

You can find ‘marked-up’ copies of 
these documents—showing 
changes from previous versions—
on the RABC web site—www.rabc.
ottawa.on.ca—in the publications 
section. 

The Committee also struck another 
new group to deal with outstanding 
issues: 

Peter Minaki of EFC/Ericsson volun-
teered to chair a WG to deal with 
RSS-194 and some related issues;  

Harry Linton of CCTA/Imagineering 
has agreed to lead a special Work-
ing Group (WG-L) of the Fixed 
Wireless Communications Commit-
tee at prepare a Board response to 
DGTP-005-2000—RP-022.  This is 
of particular concern to some mem-
bers of both the Broadcasting and 
Fixed Wireless Communications 
Committees.  Those interested in 
helping Harry Linton with his work 
should contact him at  
hlinton@imagineering.ca  
and  the secretary at  
rabc.cccr@sympatico.ca 

Forthcoming Meetings 
2000-06-13—EMC Committee 
2000-06-14—M&PC Committee 
2000-06-15—Executive 

All in Toronto at Rogers Wireless 
2000-06-20/22—FWC Committee 
(22nd) preceded by SCs C and J 
All in Brampton at Nortel Networks  
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Rob Fraser of the Electro -
Federation (Ericsson) explains 
a point about SRSP-500 while 
other members of the Refarm-
ing Committee listen in.  The 
Refarming Committee has just 
about completed SRSPs -500 
and 501.  Committee Chair 
Paul Frew of EFC/Motorola 
expects to have his work done 
in the summer of 2000. 

The EMC Committee, chaired by P.F. 
Ng of Rogers Wireless, met at 
APREL Labs in suburban Ottawa on 
2000-03-06. 
 
Jean-Claude Brien of Industry Can-
ada attended his first meeting in his 
capacity as Acting Director of EMC 
Analysis  - Welcome aboard J-C! 

The RABC Executive Committee held its 
first meeting of the year 2000 in Ottawa, 
at the Canadian Cable Television Asso-
ciation’s head office, on 2000-03-08. 

 

The Executive consists of the Eight 
elected members (President, Executive 
VP and six VPs) plus the Committee 
Chairs, ex-officio members from Industry 
Canada and the Past President and 
General Manager/Secretary.  The Ex-
ecutive’s primary tasks are to ‘steer’ the 
Board on behalf of the sponsor mem-
bers.   

 

There was bad news to start: David Culli-
ford , the Executive Vice President, of-
fered his resignation.  He is retiring from 
Ontario Hydro and from telecom related 
work.  The Executive thanked him for his 
service and offered the Board’s best 
wishes for a long and happy retirement.  
Michele Beck (see Vol. 1 Issue 1) agreed 
to take on the  additional responsibilities 
of Executive Vice President. 

 

The major topic at the March 2000 Ex-
ecutive meeting was finances.  The GM 
presented a long term overview and 
some cost containment ideas.  The Ex-
ecutive rejected ideas such as moving to 
a virtual office on the basis of the fact 
that the Board needs to maintain a physi-

cal presence here in Ottawa to do its 
work.  The Executive did, however, 
agree that the AGM must be reformed to 
make it a short, simple, cheap business 
meeting.  The Executive directed the GM 
to develop a business model for consid-
eration by the new Executive VP and to 
revise the AGM format to allow report 
presentations  to be done electronically. 

Watch for updates in the next RABC 
Newsletter.  

Meet RABC Vice President: Francine Boucher 

Executive Update 

EMC and Refarming Committees Meet in 
Ottawa 

Francine Boucher 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police 

David Culliford  Executive Vice President 
Canadian Electricity Association/Ontario Hydro  
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Francine Boucher of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police has been an elected Vice-President of the RABC since 1997.  She has been 
a regular to various committees and subcommittees since the early 1990’s representing the RCMP interests and also the public safety. 
 
Francine graduated from the University of Ottawa in 1978 with a Bachelor of Applied Sciences in Electrical Engineering specializing in 
communications.  Also, she has been licensed as a Professional Engineer in Québec since 1980 and an active member of APCO Can-
ada since 1994. 
 
After a short stunt at General Electric on their junior engineer program, she joined the RCMP in 1979 and has held increasingly respon-
sible engineering positions within the organization.  She participated and led several land mobile communications modernization pro-
jects upgrading the infrastructure and user equipment in several areas of the country, from the rugged British Columbia to the more 
sage Prairies and the National Capital Region for the upgrade of facilities to the Prime Minister’s Protection Detail.  Currently, she is 
overseeing the spectrum engineering and management of all radio communications facilities in the RCMP. 
 
Other interests include swimming and hiking in the great outdoors with the family dog, and also most recently horticulture and garden-
ing.  She is also an avid supporter of her three daughters in their various sports and activities they practice. 



Coming Events 

June 2000—in Greater Toronto 

2000-06-13/15 at Rogers Wireless (downtown near Bloor/Jarvis) 

2000-06-13—EMC Committee 

2000-06-14—M&PC Committee 

2000-06-15—Executive Committee 

2000-06-20/22 at Nortel Networks in Brampton (Dixie Road) 

Fixed Wireless Communications Committee and Sub-committees 

I found this in a collection of papers—I hope you can read the text.  It 
is an article taken from ‘The Canadian Broadcaster.’ Our first ever 
elected President, R.M. Brophy, who was also President of the Radio 
Manufacturers’ Association of Canada which, over time, became the 
Electro-Federation of Canada , spoke to the Canadian Associa-
tion of Broadcasters—also one of our founding and longest serving 
members— at their annual convention in February 1945!  He explained 
what the recently formed Canadian Radio Technical Planning Board 
was, who the founding members were and how it planned to achieve its 
mission. 
 
Mr. Brophy stressed the need for cooperation between the sectors of 
the industry and between the industry, as a whole, and the government 
if Canadians were going to be able to reap the benefits offered by radio. 
 
I wonder if Mr. Brophy foresaw the wide range of useful applications we 
take for granted 55 years on.  He discussed bands for experimental 
commercial television (480-920 MHz—but he said mega-cycles!) and 
the new bands for commercial FM radio (which had to move up so that 
the military could have the low VHF frequencies in the 42-50 MHz 
band).  I suspect he might not need much time to grasp the principles of 
E-mail received over the new ’Blackberry’ device which Research in 
Motion has built for Rogers Wireless.  
 
Most of us, working in the RABC today, grew up in the world Mr. Bro-
phy helped create.  He doesn’t get al the credit but I think Canada is a 
slightly better place because people like Brophy made a little extra ef-
fort—just as all of you RABC members do today. 

The Last Word 
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