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1998/99 was a busy year again as we struggled to keep up with the 
rapidly changing technology.  It seems only yesterday that 12GHz was 
a frequency close to light but today 24 and 38 GHz roll off the tongue 
with ease. 
 
This year also saw the first auction in Canada, a first in more ways 
than one - over the Internet using encryption and digital signatures; a 
look ahead, I think, on how clients will be dealing with Government in 
the future. 
 

The work this year has seen a number of issues which would have been very difficult for the 
Department without the excellent cooperation of the RABC with the Department and also 
between the Members.  Family Radio, Refarming, Fixed Wireless Access and RSS 102 spring to 
mind.  
 
From the Department's view point we have established a number of spectrum sharing agreements 
with the US - 24 and 38GHz, digital television and LMCS, to mention three. 
 
So what is in store for next year?  I'll leave the details to the people who will be here this 
afternoon, but I would like to mention a few major items. First, of course, is the WRC in Istanbul 
in May.  It has the makings of a very difficult conference because of the immense agenda.    Then 
there is a major ITU-T event in Montreal in the Fall - the World Telecommunications 
Standardisation Assembly.   In addition, we will have to face some interesting national issues such 
as the continuing debate on NIR, the issue of cellular jammers, and new cellular spectrum to 
mention a few. 
 
As well, we will have to survive the Y2K event in 24 days from now.  I think that we are in pretty 
good shape. 
 
Then there are the preparations for Spectrum 20/20 at the end of next year. I don't want to steal 
Ted Campbell's thunder on this one and will leave the details to him. 
 
I note that you will be dealing with some changes to working methods. I believe that these are 
very important matters and I think that you should also be looking at our processes of dealing 
with you, to ensure that they are as efficient as possible.  Today more than ever time is money. 
 
Finally, I would like to advise that some of the familiar faces will not be with us this year because 
of a CITEL preparatory meeting for WRC 2000.  So we are fielding  the new and upcoming team 
to talk about our future activities. 
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