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Radio Advisory Board of Canada 
Conseil consultatif canadien de la radio 
 
Mobile and Personal Communications Committee 
Annual Report  

 
Meetings of the full committee were held in Victoria on February 24th, in Toronto on June 22nd, 
and in Montréal on September 9th with good attendance at each meeting.  A number of 
subcommittee meetings were also held. The fourth and final meeting for the year is scheduled for 
December 6th in Ottawa, the day prior to the AGM, and therefore this report does not include the 
results of that meeting. 
 
As usual, the M&PC committee dealt with a large number of wide-ranging issues throughout the 
year.  1999 was a fairly busy year for the committee, although the workload was marginally 
lower than that of 1998, due primarily to the Department’s activities in the international and fixed 
wireless arenas. 
 
The M&PC Committee, along with its subcommittees and working groups, dealt with a number of Gazettes on behalf 
of the Board.  The highlight of 1999 though, was undoubtedly the fact that it was a historically prolific year in terms of 
actual document output. A large number (14) of standards were completed and gazetted by the Department after having 
been reviewed by M&PC and its subcommittees and working groups.  These are noted throughout the description of the 
work which follows below:  
 
Gazette Notices 
 
The M&PC Committee dealt directly with the following three Gazette Notices, which did not require the establishment 
of special working groups or subcommittees, and prepared responses on behalf of the Board: 
 

• DGRB-002-99 “Consultation on the issuance of a spectrum licence to the Railway Association of 
Canada” 
 

• DGRB-004-99 “Proposal to Streamline the Authorization Process for the Amateur Radio Service” 
and  
 

• DGRB-005-99 “Proposal to Grant Operating Priveleges in the 28.0 MHz to 29.7 MHz Band to 
Individuals holding an Amateur Radio Operator Certificate with Basic and Morse Code (5 W.P.M.) 
Qualifications”. 
 

Subcommittee & Working Group Activities  
 
 PCS Subcommittee (co-chaired by Andy McGregor and Vino Vinodrai) 
 

Five of the 14 standards noted above were documents which had been reviewed by the PCS subcommittee.  
These included RSS-128 Issue 2 (800 MHz Dual-Mode TDMA Cellular Telephones), RSS-129 Issue 2 (800 
MHz Dual-Mode CDMA Cellular Telephones), and RSS-133 Issue 2 (2 GHz Personal Communications 
Services) released by Gazette SMSE-011-99, SRSP-510 Issue 2 (Techical Requirements for Personal 
Communications Services in the Bands 1850-1910 MHz and 1930-1990 MHz) released in Gazette SMSE-004-
99, and RSS-213 Issue 1 (2 GHz Licence-Exempt Personal Communications Services (PCS) Devices) released 
in SMSE-007-99.  
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The PCS subcommittee also prepared the Board’s response to Gazette DGTP-015-98 “Review of the 
Spectrum Cap Applied to Providers of Personal Communications Services”, and more recently, the 
subcommittee developed a position paper opposing the use of cellular/PCS “jammers” and “disablers” which 
the RABC has since submitted to Industry Canada. 
 
Expert advice, clarification and support was also provided by the group to the Department with respect to 
various technical certification questions in the areas of Cellular Digital Packet Data (CDPD) and cellular 
vehicular booster amplifiers. 
 

 SRSP-502/506 Subcommittee (chaired by Serge Bertuzzo) 
 
 This subcommittee completed its objectives during the year and the Department recently gazetted SMSE-004-

99, releasing SRSP-502 Issue 4 (Technical Requirements for Land Mobile and Fixed Radio Services Operating 
in the Bands 806-821 MHz and 851-866 MHz) and SRSP-506 Issue 2 (Technical Requirements for Land 
Mobile and Fixed Radio Services Operating in the Bands 896-901 MHz and 935-940 MHz).  It was agreed that 
this subcommittee would remain dormant should it be required to consider the related issue of loading 
guidelines at some point in the future. 

 
 MSS Subcommittee (chaired by Guy Boulay) 
 
 The MSS subcommittee completed its work on RSS-170 Issue 1 (Satellite Mobile Earth Stations), which was 

released by Industry Canada with Gazette SMSE-007-99. The subcommittee has no further tasks or active 
issues at this time.  Rather than disband this subcommittee, it was decided to leave it on the “back burner” for 
the time being as well. 

 
 HPCR Subcommittee (chaired by Paul Rayment) 
 
 The Health Protection Certification Requirements (HPCR) Subcommittee completed its work on RSS-102 

“Evaluation Procedure for Mobile and Portable Radio Transmitters with respect to Health Canada's Safety 
Code 6 for Exposure of Humans to Radio Frequency Fields”, which was released by the Department in 
Gazette SMSE-011-99.  This standard seemed particularly difficult to bring to completion, but in the end, the 
subcommittee was successful and accomplished its goal of ensuring that these certification requirements are 
harmonized between Canada and the US to the extent possible. 

 
 Marine Subcommittee (chaired by Peter Ryan) 
 

The Marine Subcommittee completed RSS-182 Issue 3 (Maritime Radio Transmitters and Receivers in the 
Band 156-162.5 MHz) which was released under gazette SMSE-001-99. 
 
The Global Maritime Distress and Safety System became mandatory for Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS) 
Convention vessels on February 1st of this year.   Transport Canada, Marine Safety has stated that, in the 
interests of safety and to reduce costs, all mariners must convert to the new system.   The vast majority of 
vessels fitted with marine radio have done so voluntarily.   Few will change until the new system can 
provide them with useful and cost effective services. The challenge is to make this happen.  
 
The marine community is concerned that Canada may be moving ahead prematurely with respect to the US 
with respect to VHF DSC certification standards.  It should be recognized that little affordable equipment 
suitable for North America may be available before 2005 or 2006, which is the US VHF DSC shore facility 



Page 3   

completion date estimate. IC type acceptance costs must be minimized as the Canadian market is too small 
to easily recover this cost without a significant impact on selling price.  The Maritime Mobile Service 
Identity process must be simple and fast so that DSC radios can be dealer programmed during the sale 
process before the radio goes out the door.  DSC enabled services of value to the mariner need to be 
supported so that the mariner sees an operational and/or economic benefit to the fitting of VHF DSC. The 
inability of Class D to support public correspondence is just one other of the unresolved issues ahead before 
a small boat standard is achieved. 
 

 Public Safety Subcommittee (chaired by Mark Thompson) 
 
 The Public Safety subcommittee has been considering the definition of Public Safety services from a radio 

spectrum perspective, with a view to making appropriate recommendations and proposals for change to the 
Department.  The subcommittee also continues to monitor APCO developments (Project 25 in particular) on 
behalf of M&PC and report on these activities. 

 
 The subcommittee was further tasked by M&PC to review RSS-119 Issue 6 Draft on its behalf, given that the 

majority of the proposed amendments related to type “N” equipment used in the 821-824/866-869 MHz public 
safety band.  This review has been completed, amendments agreed upon and the revised version of RSS-119 is 
expected to be gazetted in due course. 

 
 RSS-210 Working Group (chaired by Jim Dean) 
 
 This working group was originally established to consider the question of whether certain medical devices 

developed for use in European bands (433 MHz) should be permitted in Canada. The working group 
investigated and determined that a number of interference issues had surfaced in other countries and it was 
determined that it would be inappropriate to permit the use of such devices in Canada at this time. 

 
 The Department has also issued a series of proposed changes to RSS-210 with respect to power-line carrier 

systems (below 30 MHz) and other applications such as 5 GHz LANs, and these proposals are currently being 
considered by the full M&PC committee and more broadly within RABC as a whole.  

 
 Family Radio Service (FRS) Working Group  (chaired by Paul Frew)  
 
 The Family Radio Service operates on 14 channels in the UHF land-mobile band in the US and has been very 

successful.  The FRS working group has demonstrated a strong interest for the development of a similar service 
in Canada and was instrumental in stimulating Industry Canada Gazette Notice DGTP-002-99 “Consultation 
on Whether to Permit Licence-Exempt Family Radio Devices in the Land Mobile Frequency Sub-Bands 
462/467 MHz”.  The subcommittee also developed a response to the gazette on behalf of the Board and it 
would appear that this service will soon become a reality. 

 
 Channel 60-69 Working Group (chaired by Garry Rolston) 
 
 Channels 60-69 have been reallocated by FCC for use by both Public Safety (24 MHz) and Commercial Radio 

Services (36 MHz). This working group is continuing to consider the mobile radio implications of the Canadian 
DTV Allottment Plan. 

 
ITU-R Activities (SG-8 & WRC-2000) 
 
For a number of years now, M&PC has monitored the ITU-R activities relating particularly to Third Generation (3G) 
mobile wireless systems, both with respect to spectrum allocations, as well as technology choices and standardization.  
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The momentum of this activity really increased during 1999, as preparations take place for WRC-2000 in Istanbul, 
Turkey in May 2000.  Many of the members of M&PC are directly and heavily involved in this key activity. 
 
Other Issues 
 
 Additional topics discussed by M&PC included: 
  
 -RSS-215 Analog Scanners (SMSE-012-99) 
 -RSS-212 Test Facilities and Test Methods for Radio Equipment (SMSE-001-99) 
 -RSS-123 Low Power Licensed Radiocommunication Devices (SMSE-011-99) 
 -RSS-137 Location and Monitoring Service at 902-928 MHz (SMSE-011-99) 
 -Global Radio Standards Collaboration (RAST) 
 -Redeployment 
 -Clarification of grandfathering/transition rules for spurious emissions certification requirements 
 -Review of Spurious Emissions Contribution to TG1-5 
 -Land Mobile/PCS Antenna Measurement Procedure for Antenna Sites 
  
 
Robert C. Simmonds, P. Eng. 
Chair, Mobile and Personal Communications Committee 
1999-11-26 
 
 
 


