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MINUTES
Of the 2005-03-08 Meeting in Ottawa

Present:

Chair:

Wayne Stacey

CAB
Members:
Jack Dadourian

Industry Canada


Francois Gauthier
CBC


Andrew Lam

Industry Canada


Andy McGregor
CWTA/Nortel


Don McMillan

Industry Canada


Kirk Nesbitt

CAB/Rogers


Adoule Rasno

Industry Canada


Garry Rolston

BTG/Bell Mobility
Secretariat:
Ted Campbell

RABC


Jian Wu

RABC
ITEM
TOPIC

1.  
Welcome and Introductions   
Wayne Stacey welcomed members to Ottawa.

Action:

Nil

Item:

Closed

2.  
Approval of the Agenda                 



The DRAFT Agenda was on the web site for several days.

Action:

Nil

Item:

Closed

3.  
Review and Approval of Minutes of 2004-09-22 Meeting    


The Chair reviewed the Minutes.  They were approved

Action:

Nil

Item:

Closed

4.  
JWG UWB MHz Report   

Adoule Ranso gave a presentation on the UWB consultation (SMSE-002-05); the slides are on the RABC web site in the Presentations library.
Andy McGregor updated members on the state of work of the RABC JWG on UWB which is preparing the Board’s response to SMSE-002-05.

He emphasized that there are three bands with specific applications:

· < 960 MHz – ground penetrating radars

· 3.1 to 10.6 GHz – communication systems

· 22 to 29 GHz – vehicular collision avoidance radars

Current user groups, including broadcasters, have a wide range of concerns.

The WG looks forward to receiving the views of members of the Broadcasting Committee.
Action:

Nil

Item:

Closed
5.  
Review of Executive Committee Activity   

Ted Campbell briefed, noting, especially:
There will be a Spectrum 20/20 2005;
Procedures for the scholarship and achievement award will be promulgated later this spring; and
The Board is seeking new members.

Action:

Nil

Item:

Closed

6.  
Gazette Notice and Ballot Status Report  


Ted Campbell reminded members that the latest Gazette Notice and Ballot Status Report is always on the RABC web site at: http://www.rabc.ottawa.on.ca/e/reports.cfm .  He notified members that he had just submitted the RABC response to DGTP-012-04: Revision to the Canadian Table of Frequency Allocations.

Action:

Nil

Item:

Closed

7.  
Spectrum 20/20 Report  



Ted Campbell briefed members on Spectrum 20/20 2005.

Action:

Nil

Item:

Closed

8.  
Industry Canada News   



Jack Dadourian reported that the group is:

· Finalizing measurement techniques for NIR within BTAC

· Working on 700 MHz coordination will be part of BPR-7

· Modernizing TV receiver standards

It is not clear that the telecomm review will have a significant impact on broadcasting but the CRTC might get sideswiped.

Action:

Nil

Item:

Closed

9.  
JWG 700 MHz Report     


Garry Rolston reported that the Public Safety Sub-committee is satisfied with 700 MHz proposals and he is confident that the 2005-03-24 meeting will be able address all issues and close most of them.

Key issues include protection ratios land mobile => TV.

Wayne Stacey presented his DRAFT comments on Industry Canada’s paper re: public safety within the TV contour.  The Committee accepts the two recommendations and asks the Department to modify its report.

The Coordination Recommendations were also accepted subject to strengthening the protection for digital Broadcasters in the last bullet, by recognizing that allotments are the same as assignments, recognizing that this may cause some problems for the PS community.
Action:

Secretary to post revised Recommendations for 700 MHz JWG
Jack Dadourian to ask Suneil Kanjeekal to update his paper before the 2005-03-24

Item:

Open
10. 
DTV Allotment Plans: Transitional & Final  

Jack Dadourian reported that he is in the process developing technical parameters for the final DTV Allotment Plan, starting in Ontario.  He wants to be able to add allotments to allow for expansion in the future.  The Department is a bit ahead of schedule in coordinating with the Americans.  The Americans hope to be 90% certain by June/July which will allow detailed work to begin in the fall.
Francois Gauthier asked if there would be some consultation with the DTV SC on the allotment plan.  Jack Dadourian explained that the normal practice is to coordinate with the FCC first and consult later – it being easier to consult when the US plans and channeling are known.  It hoped that the DTV SC will meet in early May.
Action:

Jack Dadourian to hold a DTV SC meeting in early May 
Item:

Open
11. 
IBOC Interference Testing 




Don McMillan reported that PWGSC has issued a contract for IBOC and AM transmitters which will allow testing to begin on 870 and 880 MHz and 970 and 980MHz.  Delivery is expected before end of March/end of FY-04/05.  Industry Canada has procured a licence from  iBiquity.  A test plan must be finalized.

Wayne Stacey reported that NRSC is being asked to recommend IBOC to the FCC as a voluntary standard.  Not all NRSC members are happy because parts of the standard (iBiquity’s audio codec) are for a ‘closed’ black box.  This would make use of such a standard in Canada problematical.
Action:
Andrew Lam to notify members when tests are ready to begin so that some members can participate
Item:

Open

12. 
Windmill Co-ordination  



Francois Gauthier reported that he is preparing a paper on windmill interference which will, likely, be brought to the RABC (in summer) after it has been blessed by the BTAC, probably in June.

He reported that there is more and more coordination being proposed by the power utilities.

Action:

Nil

Item:

Closed

13.  
Other Business

There was no other business.

Action:

Nil

Item:

Closed

14.  
Next Meeting        


2005-06-20 at 13:30
Action:

Nil

Item:

Closed

The Chair adjourned the meeting at 15:45
E.R. (Ted) Campbell
Secretary

for Wayne Stacey, Chair

Broadcasting Committee

Action Item List

From the 2005-03-08 Meeting

	ITEM
	ACTION
	ACTION BY
	REMARKS

	9
	Post revised Recommendations for 700 MHz JWG
	Secretary
	Done

	9
	Ask Suneil Kanjeekal to update and submit his 700 MHz paper
	Jack Dadourian
	

	10
	Hold DTV SC meeting in May
	Jack Dadourian
	

	11
	Notify members when IBOC testing is imminent
	Andrew Lam
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